
The English-Speaking Union of the United States 

2009 Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting in New Orleans 

The Conference, November 5 ς 8 in New Orleans, LA, was a rich mixture of ESU 

substance, fascinating venues, great speakers, music and a celebration of the 

character of the City of New Orleans.  The theme of the Conference, The Art of the 

Biography, was inspired by the 300th Anniversary of Dr. Johnson, depicted in the 

Conference logo, who as biographer and subject changed the literary genre forever.  

This was the ƴŜǿ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9{¦ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ {Φ {ŎƘǊƻŜŘŜǊΩǎ first ESU 

Annual Conference.  Pat 

presided over the AGM, 

the National Board 

Meeting and Branch 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

enthusiasm and she 

seized the opportunity to 

meet with members and 

Branch leaders 

throughout the Conference.   

Also the new ESU Vice-Chair, Mark Stollar, was 

elected to his position by the Board at its meeting 

during the Conference.  Mark presided over the 

closing banquet and final session of the AGM. 

New Orleans Branch President and Conference host 

Dr. Quinn Peeper enlisted a thoroughly engaging 

lineup of friends and local New Orleans participants, 

including the wildly 

entertaining Christina 

Vella speaking about her biography, Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of 

the Baroness de Pontalba; journalist Julia Reed who welcomed and 

introduced us to the Crescent City relaying her personal experience covering 

the devastation of Hurricane Katrina for Vogue magazine in the days 

immediately following;  Dr. Betty Ruth Speir, who contributed desert and 

copies of her book Come Cook with Me at the lunch tasting at the Southern 

Food and Beverage Museum;  Lady Shaw Stewart who presented an 

illustrated talk on Scottish country homes; as well as Gennifer Flowers 

performing at the closing Jazz Ball.  Quinn himself presented not only an 



exquisite piano concert of Music from the time of Dr. Johnson, with Michael Herald and members of the 

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, but also a terrifically informative and hilariously funny illustrated 

presentation on Samuel Johnson and James Boswell. 

On behalf of the Council of the City of New Orleans, Vice President Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson noted 

ǘƘŀǘ άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǇƛŎ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘΣ ΨhƘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΗ  Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ 

goodly creatures are there here.  How beauteous mankind is!  Oh brave new world, that has such people 

ƛƴΩǘΦΩέ  {ƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ 9{¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ рΣ нллф 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ-Speaking Union Day 

in the City of New Orleans.  

Dr. !ƴƴ /ƻƻƪ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴΩǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƭƭustrated 

presentation, άWhat Did Your Daddy Do in 

ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊΚΣέ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

fatal participation in the D-Day invasion, 

prepared us emotionally for a visit to the 

National World War II Museum. 

 

 

 

 

The centerpiece of the Conference was the 

provocative panel discussion on its overall 

ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦέ  IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

and biographer Sean Wilentz, noting that 

biography has humorously been called 

άǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŀƛƭΣέ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άLǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΚέ  

BiƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ /ŀǊƭƻ 5Ω9ǎǘŜΣ CƭƻǊŀ CǊŀǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Carol Gelderman shared and debated 

perspectives on points including the 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

and the changing sources of biographical material, particularly as letters are being replaced by e-mail, 

for example.   

National Patron Event:  More than one hundred 

National Patrons were feted for their generosity as 

donors to the ESU at the Herman Grima House and 

Museum.  Patrons toured this first example of 

Federalist architecture in New Orleans, had cocktails in 

the garden and were serenaded by a Dixieland combo.  



Luard Scholars Reunion:  During the Conference, 16 of 

the 63 ESU Luard Scholarship Alumni gathered to 

commemorate the 40th anniversary of the program and 

to plan to ensure that the opportunity that the 

scholarship will be available to generations to come.  

Among the alumni was Dr. Robert M. Franklin (pictured 

front, right), currently President of Morehouse College, 

who delivered a moving and inspiring address at the 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ WŀȊȊ .ŀƭƭ ƻƴ how the ESU enriched his life 

and how the Luard Scholarship helps scholars develop 

a global perspective. 

The Meeting and Retreat of the National Board:  Prior to the arrival of 

general delegates to the Conference, members of the National Board of 

Directors and candidates on the slate participated in an all-day retreat to 

ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9{¦Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 

board to operate as a cohesive team.  The exercise resulted in a 

reaffirmation that the main work of the ESU is in educational outreach.   

During the meeting of the National Board of Directors, the Search 

Committee, under the direction of Hon. Edwina Sandys, placed in 

nomination the name of Mark Stollar for election as Vice Chair, and he was 

elected unanimously. 

The CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 9{¦Ωǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ 

approved by the Board.  These included: 

 That Branches ensure that all negotiable instruments valued at $500 or more require the 

signatures of two officers; 

 That Branch adopt a policy to require their board members to make  conflict of financial interest 

disclosures.  The headquarters will provide templates for this; 

 That the Headquarters in cooperation with the Branches register with the Department of 

Charities in any state in which the ESU operates; 

 That Branches have monthly bank statements sent to more than one person for review and 

approval;  

 That Branches considering placing ESU funds with a Community Fund have the agreement 

reviewed by the ESU of the US prior to any transfer or agreement to transfer funds;  

 That all Branches adopt the direct billing by National Headquarters of members no later than 

fiscal year 2011. 



The Annual General Meeting:  The members elected a slate of candidates as Members at Large on 

the National Board of Directors including five new members:  Jean Bruce Poole (Los Angeles), 

Dr. Charles R. F. Treadway (Nashville), Thomas H. Huss (Greensboro), John N. Rampe (Cleveland), and 

Basil Carpenter (Denver). 

Regional Chair Jack Carney presented a proposal to realign the Regions which passed.  Former 

Regions I and II will be combined.  The Florida Branches will form their own new region and South 

Carolina Branches will join with the Branches in the current Region V.   

Education Chairman George Ray highlighted the many National and Branch educational programs, 

showcasing two examples of partnerships with other organizations: 

The new pilot project of debating for middle school students featured presentations by Branch 

organizers Sylvia Bruton of Kentucky and Jim Williford of Pinehurst and the Executive Director of the 

Associated Leaders of Urban Debate, Will Baker.   

A two-day mini-institute for Shakespeare teachers in July 2010 based on the work of the Tulsa Branch. 

Presentations on the program were made by the Tulsa director Ruth Ann Wilsey and Michael LoMonico 

of the Folger Library.  

!ǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ aŀǊƪ {ǘƻƭƭŀǊΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ нллф 9{¦ 

Merit Awards:  Leland Selby (Greenwich, not present) and left to right below Chris Logan and Bob 

Wiener (Naples) and Philip Mossburg (Philadelphia  

             

Conferral of The English-Speaking Union Founders Award:  ESU Chairman 

Emeritus William R. Miller OBE, was presented with The English-Speaking 

Union Founders Award by President Emerita Doe Thornburg at the Opening 

Dinner.  The award was devised to honor an individual whose activities 

exemplify the three primary interests of the ES¦Ωǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ {ƛǊ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ 

Wrench:  fostering ties between Britain and America; cultivating 

international understanding and friendship; and promoting the mastery and 

extended use of the English language.  The award was a magnificent Steuben bowl that had been given 

by members of the Executive Committee.  On this occasion Mr. Miller received personal congratulatory 

ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴŜǎǎ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ YŜǎǘŜǾŜƴΣ {ƛǊ bƛƎŜƭ {ƘŜƛƴǿŀƭŘΣ IŜǊ aŀƧŜǎǘȅΩǎ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

United States, and Lord Hunt of Wirral, Chairman of the English-Speaking Union International Council. 


