
THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION

Save the Date
JANUARY 26, 2010
New members and National Patrons
Cocktail Party - President�s Home

FEBRUARY 19, 2010
�Cocktail Party Night�
6:00-9:00 p.m.
The Fortnightly

FEBRUARY 24, 2010
Shakespeare Competition
Roosevelt University

MARCH, 2010
Press Party for Ascot Ball

APRIL 22, 2010
Dinner and Program at 
The Woman�s Athletic Club
�Jewels of  Scandal and Desire�
Co-sponsor: The  Royal Oak Foundation

MAY 19, 2010
Movie Night 
� �Bride� and Prejudice �
The Woman�s Athletic Club

JUNE 18, 2010 
The Ascot Ball at The Casino
�Enchanted India�
Co-chairs Janet Owen and Peggy Snorf

JULY 25, 2010
Annual Meeting and Brunch
The Chicago Yacht Club
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89th Annual Meeting
ESU Chicago Branch
On August 2, 2009, reported to be the most gorgeous day of  the summer, the
ESU held its 89th Annual Meeting and Brunch at the beautiful Saddle & Cycle
Club.  Members and guests were greeted with champagne and hors d�oeuvres,
accompanied by the sounds of  Bach�s Brandenburg Concertos outside on the
terrace before heading to the ballroom for the annual meeting.  

President Brian D. White welcomed members, introduced the six newest
Board members (Michele Archambault, Sean Eshaghy, Robert Gienko, Sue-
Gay Goller, Jackie Thompson, and Anita Watkins), announced the $100,000
bequest from the estate of  Toddy Barton, and mentioned the $20,000 grant
from the Beck Foundation.  Vice President Pauline Kurtides Sheehan then
reported on all of  our fabulous programs and parties for the past year, and
then a Save the Date for the fall events.  Our Treasurer, Ed Lester, reported
that �we are in the best financial position that we�ve been in for decades.�

A brilliant report was given by our Ascot Ball co-chairs Mamie Walton and
Lynn McMahan on the tremendous success of  our Ascot Ball, and a letter
was read aloud from a member stating, �Friday�s Ascot Ball was the best char-
ity ball I have ever been to, and I am not so young!�

Reports continued on the BUSS Scholarship, Shakespeare Seminar and Com-
petition, National ESU nominations and bylaws, scholarship, and finally the
membership report given by Alexandra Cooney verified that we have brought
in over 40 new members to the ESU over the past year!

continued on page 2

Upcoming 2010 Ascot Ball
�Enchanted India�
Co-chairs, Janet Owen and Peggy
Snorf  remind you to save Friday, June
18, 2010 for this year�s Ascot Ball
which is the English-Speaking
Union�s only fundraiser of  the year to
support its many programs.  This
year�s party, held at The Casino, is
sponsored by A. Marek, Fine Jewelry
and will feature elegant and stunning
decor by Kehoe Designs. Attendees
are encouraged to dress colorfully!
The food will be inspired by India�s most sophisticated cuisine, and the
Stanley Paul Orchestra will provide the music.  Stay tuned for an exciting
entertainment surprise! 

(L to R) co-chairs
Janet Owen and Peggy Snorf

Phone: 630/241-2363
email: bmeltonassoc@earthlink.net
Website: www.esuus.org/branches/chicago
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(L to R) Stephen and Jennifer Swift,
Margot Archambult, ESU President Brian D. White,

and Michelle Archambault
at the annual meeting of  the ESU.

We had a brief  moment of  silence for the passing of  beloved ESU members Julius Walton and Norman Ross.  And then the mo-
ment we were all waiting for�the announcement of  the theme of  Ascot Ball 2010 by co-chairs Janet Owen and Peggy Snorf  -
�Enchanted India� set for Friday, June 18, 2010 at The Casino.  President Brian D. White then added in his closing remarks, �What
a pleasure it has been serving as your president over the past year, and I assure you that we will continue keeping the ESU the
very special organization that it has been for the past 89 years!�

The meeting was adjourned and members and guests headed out to the terrace to be greeted by gift bags at their place settings
with an �Enchanted India gift�to set the mood and theme for next year�s Ball.  The �Saddle� buffet was served, and members
enjoyed the sumptuous surroundings while sipping Bloody Marys for the rest of  the afternoon.

A quick toast was also made for Doe Thornburg OBE, National President  Emerita of  the ESU U.S. on the occasion of  her birth-
day.  How very civilized for an annual meeting!

(L to R) Vice President Pauline Sheehan with Courtney
Pitt at the annual meeting

of  the ESU.

(L to R) Doe Thornburg with John and
Jackie Thompson at the annual meeting

of  the ESU.

(L to R) James Kinney, Susan Starrett and Rodger
Owen at the annual meeting of  the ESU.

(L to R) Dottie Pattishall with Lynn and James Baker
at the annual meeting of  the ESU.

continued from page 1
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(L to R) Rodger and Janet Owen with Peggy Snorf
and Robert Schmidt at the annual meeting of  the ESU.
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2009 Ascot Ball
�Breakfast at Tiffany�s�

Towering vases of  white plumes and a profusion of  massed white blossoms trans-
formed The Casino into a fantasy of  �Breakfast at Tiffany�s� for the 6/26/09 Ascot
Ball.  Arriving guests were greeted by a trio of  violinists dressed in white tie and tails
who strolled through the cocktail reception and silent auction playing nostalgic
melodies associated with Audrey Hepburn.

More than 150 guests dined at tables superbly decorated by Kehoe Designs in white
satin cloths punctuated by Tiffany blue napkins, silver bowls of  white roses with hy-
drangea, and stylishly shaded crystal candelabra.  An elegant menu began with cu-

cumber consommØ, followed by Colorado rack
of  lamb or halibut, spring vegetables, and a salad
of  romaine, pear and Roquefort cheese, ending
in the flourish of  a Grand Marnier soufflØ with
crŁme Anglaise.

Ascot Ball co-chairs were Mamie Walton and
Lynn McMahan.  Brian White is President of  the
English-Speaking Union, Chicago Branch.  A
highlight of  the evening was the traditional Toast
to the Queen, led by National English-Speaking
Union President Emerita Doe Thornburg OBE,
followed by the Response Toast to the United
States President from Consul General of  India,
Honorable Ashok Attri.

During a live auction, conducted by Steven J. Zick
of  Christie�s, guests wildly bid on the following:

A cocktail party at Stanley Paul�s fabulous Art
Deco penthouse.   Cocktails and hors d�oeuvres
for 14 to be served on Stanley�s flower-filled ter-
race with sweeping views of  the city.  Lucky
guests would listen to the legendary Stanley as he
entertains with a few of  his favorite songs.  The
winning bidder was Oscar Tatosian.

A sailboat cruise on Lake Michigan.  This delight-
ful outing was donated by Jim Kinney and Brian
White, who would be the debonair hosts while
aboard The Grand Vizier, an elegantly appointed
Beneteau sailboat. Cocktails and a luncheon to
be served by Lorenzo, the boat�s butler. The win-
ning bid came from Ann O�Brien.

The Naples package. This included a three-hour
cruise for two couples on Fred and Susan Gohl�s

106 ft. boat, the Susanna Bella.  This spectacular boat was decorated by well-known
designer John Regas.  The package also included a stay at the Ritz Carlton in Naples,
and a day of  golf  on the Ritz Carlton�s own golf  course.  The lucky winning bidders
were Roger and Janet Owen.

Finally there was the long-anticipated announcement of  the winner of  the raffle
grand prize, a platinum diamond and aquamarine �Legacy� cocktail ring donated by
Tiffany & Co.  The lucky name was drawn, and the winner was thrilled to discover
she had won.  (She wishes to remain anonymous).  The ring had caused such excite-
ment that hopefuls had bought as many as 25 raffle tickets each.

Guests then continued to dance to the spirited music of  the Stanley Paul Orchestra
until the evening�s end when they departed with goodie bags that included splits of
champagne and Cracker Jack boxes, evoking memories of  the Audrey Hepburn film.

ESU President Brian D. White flanked by
Ascot Ball Gala co-chairs Lynn McMahan

and Mamie Walton at the Ascot Ball.

Distinguished Gentlemen with
President Brian D. White (seated center) in the

�Drawing Room�  at the Ascot Ball.(L to R) Karen Stuart with
James Kinney at the Ascot Ball.

� The Jr�s at Ascot Ball �
(L to R) Jason Klein, Robert Ashley Brown,

Sean Eshaghy with (seated L to R) Kristen Ono,
Blair Robicheaux and Suzanne Hardy.

(L to R) Victor Skrebneski with Toni Canada,
Susanna Holma, and Susan Williams

(L to R) Robert Gienko Jr. and
Briseyda Villalpando at the Ascot Ball.
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ESU National Annual Meeting
Doe Thornburg OBE Reports

The Chicago Branch members attending the national general meeting of  the
ESU of  the U.S. which celebrated �The Art of  Biography� at the Windsor Court
Hotel in New Orleans, were President Brian White and board members James
Kinney, Robert Marks, Dottie Pattishall, Lyssa Piette, and Doe Thornburg OBE,
Chicago Board Member and National President Emerita.

Festivities began Wednesday evening November 4, 2009 at the beautiful residence
of  Dr. Quinn Peeper, President of  the New Orleans Branch and Chairman of
the Annual General Meeting.  Guests were treated to a lavish cocktail buffet in
the tented garden with the music of  a three-piece jazz combo, enticing some to
try their dance finesse.  At the headquarters, Windsor Court Hotel, the following
morning, November 5, the national board meeting began and was followed by a
Board Retreat until noon.  Both meetings were led by our new National Chair,
Patricia Schroeder.  Committee meetings and registration took place in the after-
noon.

The opening cocktail reception featured �Music in the Age of  Johnson� per-
formed by Dr. Quinn Peeper and his partner, Michael Harold, at the piano and
accompanied by two members of  the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra.  Most
attendees were amazed at this demonstration of  exceptional talent, and rousing
applause followed their performance.

At the opening dinner the New Orleans author and contributing editor of  Vogue
magazine, Julia Reed, welcomed us to the City and I, National President Emerita,
gave a short talk about William R. Miller OBE and his contribution as ESU
National Chairman and presented him with our National Board gift of  the
Founders Award, making him its third recipient, the first being Margaret
Thatcher.  He responded to my remarks with a rousing, spontaneous expression
of  regard for the ESU.  Dr. Quinn Peeper brought the evening to focus again on
the Conference theme - �The Art of  Biography� - with a charming, informative
speech expressing his admiration for the wit and erudition of  both Boswell and
Johnson.

The morning of  Friday, November 6th, the Branch Presidents met as a group to discuss mutual problems and to relay their
mutual success stories for all to profit from.

At the General Meeting the speaker was Michael LoMonico, once on the national ESU staff  and now is the Director of  National
Education at the famous Folger Shakespeare Library.  This institution is now the leader in Shakespeare education in the U.S. and
the world.  He spoke about their teacher training programs and about the ESU two-day institute for teachers, which he will im-
plement at National ESU in 2010.

Our luncheon speaker, Christiana Vella, author of  Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of  the Baroness de Pontalba, had everyone
in stitches with her stories about the real life personalities of  her book.  A very handsome and vivacious little blonde, she captured
the audience immediately.

The ESU national pilot public speaking program for middle school grades six, seven, and eight called ALOUD was presented by
Will Baker of  that project.  Currently, Cleveland, Columbus, Louisville, and Sandhills are enthusiastically participating in the pilot
project with the hope of  developing a permanent debate program.  This is an exciting new outreach of  our ESU with great po-
tential for growth.  Dr. George Ray, Chair of  the National Board Education Programs, commented and made introductions.

Lady Shaw Stewart, Mistress of  Ardgowan Castle in Scotland, gave a visual presentation of  several great castles in Scotland,
mostly outside views demonstrating various styles in certain historical periods.  She is an authority on such, as well as the field
of  decorative arts, and a former member of  the Executive Committee of  the National Trust for Scotland.

The National Patrons were invited to cocktails and a tour of  the Herman-Grima Historical House.  Music was provided by the
Last Straws, and Patricia Schroeder, our National Chairman, was official hostess.

�What Did Your Daddy Do in the War?�  was a presentation of  touching quality given by Anne Cook Calhoun, our Interim Chair-
person for six months.  Her personal story as a daughter of  a British soldier sent to Normandy Beach had tears running down

(L to R) Doe Thornburg - National President Emerita,
Lyssa Piette, Lady Shaw Stewart, Dottie Pattishall,
James Kinney and Brian D. White in New Orleans
November 5th-8th for the Annual General Meeting
of  the ESU. Lady Stewart gave a fabulous presentation
on Scottish Houses and Castles.

(L to R) Dr. Quinn Peeper - President of  the
New Orleans Branch pictured with Brian D. White -
President of  the Chicago Branch at the recent AGM

held in New Orleans November 5th-8th.

continued on page 5
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our faces.  Following the program we boarded a bus for the new World War II Museum, a national museum with many moving
headline exhibits which many of  us experienced years ago.

ESU Chair of  Ambassador Book Awards, Dr. Sean Wilentz, biographer and historian at Princeton University, led a panel discus-
sion on the Art of  the Biography. Its participants were biographer Carlo D�Este, a military historian and recent author of  War
Lord: A Life of   Winston Churchill at War;  Flora Fraser, daughter of  Antonia Fraser and stepdaughter of  Harold Pinter, author
of  The Six Daughters of  George III; Carol Gelderman, a Northwestern University graduate and author of  Louis Auchincloss,
A Writer�s Life. I was lucky to have Sean Wilentz as my dinner partner that evening.  He is very witty and knowledgeable.

The black tie dinner featured Dr. Robert Franklin, President of   Morehouse College.  The college is one of  the several black col-
leges, which are recipients of  an ESU grant for merit-based scholarships, enabling winning students of  excellence to experience
a year of  study abroad.  Called the Luard Scholarship Program, its graduates celebrated their 40th anniversary at the Conference.
They are all extraordinarily accomplished and have formed an ESU-Luard Scholar Alumni Association to further assist graduates
of  merit from these schools.  We are very proud to have such a scholar in the Chicago area - Darrell Hill, who was, at one time,
a member of  our Junior Board.

Wearing an enormous blonde bouffant hairdo, Jennifer Flowers and her band led the after-dinner dance music for the evening.  

Dottie Pattishall, Lyssa Piette, Robert Marks and I attended the regional meetings.

The following morning Session Three of  the General Meeting was presided over by our new National Vice Chair, Mark Stoller,
who conferred several national merit awards. He extended an invitation for all attendees to next year�s conference, to be hosted
by the Denver Branch.

I am happy to say that our President and fellow board members were noted for their good looks, charm, wisdom, and altogether
positive ESU spirit.

--Doe Thornburg OBE

continued from page 4

(L to R) Pauline Kurtides Sheehan - Vice President
and Program Chairman, Laura Ekstrom, Doe

Thornburg, Carolyn Ulrich and Brian D. White -
Chicago Branch President.

(L to R) Beverly Persky, Lyssa Piette Event Chairman,
Carolyn Ulrich, Dottie Pattishall, Susan Gohl

and Lisa Malkin.

Fall Luncheon Program
October 6, 2009

Our fall luncheon program, chaired by Lyssa Piette, was received by a sold-out crowd of  over 85 attendees at the elegant
Fortnightly Club.  A fascinating program titled �What is an English Garden?� was presented by Carolyn Ulrich, Editor
Chicagoland Gardening magazine, with a fabulous slide presentation of  some of  the most beautiful gardens from Eng-
land and around the world.  This illustrated presentation explored the kinds of  gardens one finds in England today and
their antecedents in the past.  The audience was filled with gardening enthusiasts from all over the city and suburbs,
along with our ESU members and friends.

The club tables were decked out with beautiful floral arrangements of  hydrangea, roses, lilies, and tulips, and the chef
prepared a fantastic three-course luncheon that everyone always looks forward to.  Always a treat to be at The Fortnightly
and we love those little cheese biscuits the club is famous for!
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The Royal Oak Foundation and The ESU
The Dollar Princesses - November 4, 2009

�Those who marry for money earn every penny.�

Whether or not you agree with the old saying above, it is clear that our contemporary practice of  marrying for love was not
always the custom. In the past, traditionally arranged marriages were used to strengthen alliances, enrich bloodlines and bolster
family fortunes. A substantial bridal dowry was expected.

At the height of  the Gilded Age a flood of  America�s New Rich sought higher status through the marriage of  their daughters to
titled Englishmen, who in turn were able to keep their venerable family estates afloat with an infusion of  cash.  Trading fortunes
for titles, often against their will, the young heiresses found varying degrees of  happiness in these matches.

Our guest speaker, author Anne Sebba of  King�s College, London, has described this phenomenon in her latest book, Dollar
Princesses and last November 4th she treated us to a fascinating peek into the lives of  these women.  Ms. Sebba highlighted a
Chicagoan named Mary Leiter, later Lady Curzon, Vicereine of  India, who made perhaps the most successful match; the ESU
was pleased to welcome a number of  her distant relatives on this evening including Allison Campbell deFrise with her children
and Meg Leiter, now our newest board member.

A large and congenial group gathered in the urban aerie that is the President�s Room of  the Woman�s Athletic Club of  Chicago
for a cocktail reception followed by our illustrated program; almost all stayed on for the optional candlelit dinner in the elegant
ballroom.  Dinner conversations proved so engaging that we had to usher out our guests at the end of  the night!  It is always my
pleasure to sponsor ESU events at the WAC.

This evening represented �matchmaking� of  another sort: for the first time the Chicago Branch of  the English-Speaking Union
co-hosted an event with the distinguished Royal Oak Foundation.  It is a compatible pairing of  Anglophiles as the ROF is made
up of  �Americans in Alliance with the National Trust of  England, Wales and Northern Ireland.�  We encourage our friends to
become members of  both organizations and to support our future joint ventures in the coming year.  On April 22nd we�ll co-
sponsor �Jewels of  Scandal and Desire� back at th e WAC.  To learn more please visit their web site at www.royal-oak.org and
cheers to strong alliances! 

--Pauline Kurtides Sheehan, Vice President

(L to R) Pamela Armour Hull - National Board Member for The Royal
Oak Foundation, Alison deFrise, Tom Leiter, Barbara Leiter, Anne
Sebba and Brian D. White - Chicago Chapter President. Pictures at the
recent Co-sponsored event between The Royal Oak Foundation and
The English-Speaking Union November 4th.

(L to R) Kristin Fabrizio - Program Department, Royal Oak NY, Pauline
Kurtides Sheehan - VP and Program Chairman ESU Chicago, Meg
Leiter, Jennifer Swift and Stephen Swift. Pictured at the recent
ESU/Royal Oak program November 4th.
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Plans for New Year�s Eve 2010
It might seem early to plan for greeting the New Year of  2011, but the ESU has exciting plans in the works.

There will be a New Year�s Eve dinner dance at The Casino.  Details will follow later.
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(L to R) Ed Lester, Janet Owen
and Rodger Owen

(L to R) Jim Kinney, Stanley Paul, Sue-Gray
Goller and President Brian D. White

(L to R) Stephen Swift, Jennifer Swift
and Ed Schimmelpfennig

Shakespeare Seminar
November 2, 2009

The Annual Shakespeare Seminar took place on Monday November 2nd, 2009 at Roo-
sevelt University�s Ganz Hall and was conducted by Christine Adaire, Associate Professor
CCPA.  Christine has been very busy recently as not only is she teaching at the CCPA, but
has also been working as dialogue coach for �Animal Crackers� at the Goodman Theatre
and is involved with Disney�s touring production of  �Mary Poppins�, preparing the three
children for their performances.
Eighty-two Students and teachers attended the Seminar along with the Shakespeare com-
mittee, our wonderful helper Betty and her husband Ed, and one ESU member, Brooks
Davis, who not only stayed for the whole Seminar but also joined in with the teachers
during the afternoon session. Four other ESU Board members visited at various times
during the day.
The Seminar began with a welcoming speech from incoming Dean, Henry Fogel and stud-
ied Shakespeare�s use of  clues in his texts to indicate what is required of  the actor in his
plays and sonnets.  Christine Adaire and five graduate students demonstrated the varieties
of  clues available in different works � including the way in which the meanings of  words
have changed since Shakespeare�s time.  It was a most interesting and comedic dissertation
and enjoyed by everyone who attended.
The students and teachers were divided into groups and, aided by five graduate and five
undergraduate students from Roosevelt, each group studied a specified sonnet.
After lunch, provided by the ESU from Fox and Obel, each group took the stage and per-
formed their version of  the sonnet they were given.  After a short critique and some help-
ful suggestions, the sonnet was once more performed.
At the end of  the afternoon session Christine and her graduate students held a question
and answer session which ranged from questions about Shakespeare to queries relating to
acting and theatre studies.
Many complimentary comments were received from the attendees.
The Shakespeare Competition for High School Students will take place on Wednesday
February 24th at Ganz Hall, Roosevelt University.

--Lorna Bennett
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Sing Along 2009
It certainly was a �Grand Night for Singing.�  The bitterly cold and windy weather on December
9th didn�t deter the more than 80 members and guests who arrived at The Casino for the Sing
Along with Stanley Paul at the piano.  This was a joyous introduction to the Holiday Season.  ESU
members and guests celebrated, singing their favorite songs with their favorite people, led in song
by Vern Broders.  The Casino prepared cocktails and delicious hors d�oeuvres and then a splendid
supper.  Everyone was dressed in holiday attire, which added to the holiday spirit.  Kudos to Sue-
Gray Goller, who chaired the event. She had every detail covered so that all went smoothly; guests
went home with a goodie bag which contained an ornament off  of  Sue-Gray�s family tree when she
was growing up.

Karen Strohl
and daughter Catherine.
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Mission Statement
THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION

The English-Speaking Union is committed to promoting scholarship and the advancement of  knowledge through the effective
use of  English in an expanding global community.

Our programs are made possible through the generous support of  our members and friends.  The English-Speaking Union
receives no governmental assistance. The Chicago Branch supports the aims and mission of  the ESU with the following
educational and cultural programs:

M. Suzanne Dunea Lectures:  A series at which a noted expert addresses current business, cultural, or scholarly topics.  This
lecture series is named for our benefactor, Ms. Dunea, who believes in the mission of  the English-Speaking Union.

Scholarship Program:  Annual grant awards to Illinois graduate students and junior faculty for dissertation and post-graduate
research in the United Kingdom.

Page Scholar Program:  Annual program promoting the exchange of  ideas and expertise by bringing British educators for a
short-term visit to Chicago institutions to study developments in their specific fields of  education.

British University Summer School (BUSS) Program: Annual scholarship program allowing an American high school teacher
to study English literature, theatre, or social studies at either Oxford University, University of  Edinburgh or the Globe Theatre
Centre, London.

Books as Envoys:  The Chicago Branch sends Ambassador Award Books and English dictionaries to ESU organizations in
Poland and Bulgaria.  Each year, the Ambassador Award Books are chosen by an ESU committee chaired by J. D. McClatchy.

Shakespeare Competition and Seminar:  Annual theater competition for Chicago area high school students.  Professional
actors and directors judge student’s Shakespeare sonnet and monologue presentations.  The winner receives a sponsored
trip to New York City to compete with other ESU branch winners for the national prize.  Teachers and high school students
also attend an all-day workshop in Chicago on teaching and acting Shakespeare.
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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION CHICAGO BRANCH
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Mail to: The English-Speaking Union - Chicago Branch
6912 Main St., Suite 10, Downers Grove, Illinois 60615

I wish to join today. Date 

Name Telephone (h)

Address Telephone (w)

City, State, Zip E-mail 

Single Membership $100.00 Check (preferred) made payable to �The English-Speaking Union�
Couple (two people,
same household) $125.00 Credit card payment:    Visa  Master Card

Benefactor Card # 
Member $300.00 + Expiration date (month and year)

I would like to make an additional contribution
to the work of  the ESU
in the amount of $ I would like to know more about the National Patron Program

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ Signature

The English-Speaking Union is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  Dues and donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law and your personal tax situation.
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